
 

  
 
JOB DESCRIPTION    
 
 
 
 

Job Title: Research Fellow – Wood Lab 

Salary:  £15,000 per annum (pro-rata from £25,000 per annum) 

Contract Type: 1 Year – Fixed Term  

Department: AA Wood Lab (AA Residence) 

Reports to:  AA Wood Lab director (Hooke Park Warden) 

Hours:  3 days/week. 9:00–17:00 

 
 
The Architectural Association was founded in 1847, opening as a day school in 1901. The AA is 
committed to public benefit attained by the learning, teaching, discussion and promotion of 
architecture.  The School is recognised as a worldwide leader in architectural education, with 
graduates that include many of the world’s leading architects, scholars, critics and educators. The 
academic and professional programmes of study at undergraduate and postgraduate levels, up to 
and including doctoral level, are validated by external professional and academic bodies. 

Hooke Park is the AA’s woodland campus in Dorset, UK. The unique site hosts workshop, studio, and 
accommodation facilities within a working woodland, and is led by a diverse staff including 
craftspeople, designers, engineers, roboteers, a forester and more. With a 30-year history of 
producing innovative wood buildings, Hooke Park has led the way in demonstrating the potential of 
building strategies derived directly from wood’s inherent properties. 

Given imminent environmental concerns, trees are the source of an essential building material for 
the future. Through built projects and new forms of wood research the AA Wood Lab will advance 
the role of Hooke Park in educating architects in the sustainable use of forest produce. Working with 
leading thinkers and practitioners, and collaborating closely with scientists, the Lab will develop a 
research programme beyond conventional architectural thinking – integrating the latest science, 
design and fabrication technologies alongside traditional material knowledge. The Lab will 
distinguish itself from other institutions by explicitly engaging with the making of buildings. 

The Wood Lab is part of AA Residence – a cultural platform to research and develop new ideas and 
forms of practice at the intersection of architecture, art, technology, policy and design. Its projects 
will be widely published. 

More information: http://hookepark.aaschool.ac.uk / @hookepark 

Role Overview: 
The AA seeks interesting and interested candidates to join the AA Wood Lab as a Research Fellow. 
The successful candidate will work closely with the lab’s other fellows and its leadership 3 
days/week – some of which can be performed remotely and there is flexibility in scheduling. Fellows 
have access to the AA’s world class facilities at both our London and Dorset sites in the rest of the 
week to advance individual or collaborative research projects of their own. 

http://hookepark.aaschool.ac.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/hookepark/
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The output of the Wood Lab’s first year of work will be a significant publication and online resource. 
Under supervision of the lab’s leaders, our fellows will build the case for increased use of indigenous 
timber in building through text, drawing, and made objects. The ambition in this work is to develop 
and demonstrate not only timber’s incredible material properties, but also its broader historical, 
cultural and experiential credentials. 

Fellows’ work will begin from a thorough retrospective analysis of exemplary projects completed in 
Hooke Park. Through archival research, documentation, and interviews, this study will examine and 
represent the site’s 30-year history of experimental wood buildings – including early projects by 
figures such as Frei Otto, Richard Burton and Ted Happold, as well as those by the AA’s Design + 
Make programme under the leadership of faculty such as Martin Self and Zachary Mollica. Looking 
first backwards, the lab will project forward, and lay the groundwork for ambitious projects to come 
with opportunities for fellows to contribute to strategic planning. 

Wood Lab Fellows report to the Hooke Park Warden (AA Wood Lab director) and work closely with 
the full lab team, expert staff from across the school and with our partner institutions. Applications 
are encouraged by candidates from diverse backgrounds. 

 
Main Duties and Responsibilities: 
 
In Year 1 the AA Wood Lab and its Research Fellows will lay the groundwork for an ambitious long-
term research programme. Expanded above, in this first year a large portion of the Fellows’ work will 
be to undertake an analysis of projects previously completed in Hooke Park – contributing to the 
writing and preparation of a notable print publication. The successful candidate will have diverse 
experience of fields relevant to wood research and will be a skilful writer. 

Responsibilities will include: 

- Compiling and representing the research through case studies 
- Preparation of interim research papers and publication 
- Development of as built drawings/models and analysis of both the construction and 

performance of buildings in Hooke. This may include use of 3D scanning. 
- Participation in outreach events such as lectures and working groups 
- Research travel within the UK and potentially abroad to gather material (eg. through 

research and interview) and to advance work with the lab’s partner institutions 
- Working with the lab’s leaders to develop a 10-year strategic plan 

 
The above list of job duties is not exclusive or exhaustive and the post holder will be required to 
undertake additional tasks as may reasonably be expected within the scope of this post.  

 
Knowledge, Experience and Qualifications 
AA staff are encouraged to grow and develop their own research agendas as part of their positions. 
The successful candidate will have a relevant agenda that encompasses some of the most pressing 
challenges facing architecture and society. 
 
Required 

• Masters degree/equivalent qualification from fields relevant to wood research 

• Experience working in an academic or professional research environment 

• Knowledge of and expertise related to the design, making and history of wood buildings. 

• Experience preparing text and visual materials for publication 
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• Research output of international standing, evidenced through publication/lecture 

• Advanced experience with the Adobe Suite of software 

• Proactive approach, strong attention to detail, and ability to work without supervision 

Desired 

• Knowledge and understanding of Hooke Park’s history and context 

• Experience engaging with archival material and documenting projects as found 

• Experience with CAD software such as Rhinoceros 3D and Autocad 

• Experience with 3D scanning tools and software packages 

 
How to Apply: 
 
Please apply by email by the closing date to recruitment@aaschool.ac.uk stating the job title in 
the subject heading. 
 
Please include in your application: 
 

• Portfolio. Maximum 10-page portfolio of relevant work (<10 MB PDF) 

• Writing sample (Either academic or published work) 

• Full CV 

• Covering letter highlighting why you feel you are the right person for the role  

• Application Form 
 
Invitations to first interview will be issued by email after the closing date.  
 
Thank you for your interest in the AA and this role. 
 
The Architectural Association School of Architecture aims to create conditions that ensure staff and students 
are treated solely on the basis of their merits, abilities and potential, regardless of their gender, race, 
religious/political beliefs, ethnic or national origin, disability, family background, age, sexual orientation, or 
other irrelevant distinction. 

mailto:recruitment@aaschool.ac.uk

